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pas he Coa the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 

*  * * * For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not 
since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 

And ~y > those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be 
saved: but for the elects’ sake those  ( shall be shortened. * * * 

For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great 
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive 
the elect. 

d, I have told you before. 

Wherefore, if they say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not 
forth; behold, he is in the secret chambers, believe it not. 

* * * * But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be. 

For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and 
pare ty — and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered 
into the ar 

And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away: so shall 
the coming of the Son of man 


‘The Elders shall proclaim the coming of the Son of Man and the dawn 
of the millennial rest; but before those events shall transpire there shall 
be such tribulation in the midst of the children of men as has never been 
dreamed of. Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard, neither hath the mind 
of man conceived the condition of affairs that shall exist before that 
coming. 

Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be dark- 


ened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 
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And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then 
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 


In this description that He gave in answer to the question, What shall 
be the sign of thy coming? He said that before these things should take 
place this Gospel of the kingdom should be preached in all the world for 
a witness. There are to-day hundreds of Elders, clothed upon with the holy 
priesthood, raising their voices in the high places of the earth as well as 
among the lowly, in proclamation of that Gospel, and men everywhere are 
hearing the sound thereof. Some are being brought to the knowledge of 
the truth of the Gospel. The great body of the human family, however, 
treat it as the proclamation of the Gospel was treated in the days of Noah. 
But what was to follow this proclamation of the Gospel? Tribulation, 
commotion, wars and rumors of wars, pestilence, famine, and earthquakes. 
We look abroad upon the nations of the earth to-day, and what do we find? 
Is therecommotion? Is there fear? Is there dread? Arethere not pecu- 
liar influences taking hold of the hearts of women and men and causing 
them to make movements that we cannot explain? Who is there to-day, 
with the wisdom of the world, can give the philosophy of this movement that 
to-day is sweeping across our land and gathering men together by the thou- 
ands with their faces turned toward the capitol of our nation? Who can 
explain, with the wisdom of the world, the conditions that environ our 
own nation and the nations of the earth? Why is it that in the old world 
the nations maintain armed forces such as were probably never gathered 
together before on the face of the earth, and this in a time of peace? 
Only yesterday the declaration was brought across the telegraph wires 
from the heir-apparent to the throne of England that the only chance for 
peace was the increasing of their army and navy. We know what the 
inevitable result of this must be. Somewhere and some time the fuse will 
be ignited; for the nations of the earth to-day dwell upon a volcano that 
is liable to explode at any minute. In our own nation how many times do 
we hear from the pulpit and from the rostrum expressions with regard to 
the condition of affairs that exists in this land and the results that must 
flow therefrom ! 

All these things have been foretold by the prophets of God. Two thou- 
sand years ago, Jesus, seated upon the Mount of Olives, delineated to the 
disciples the condition of affairs that should surround us in this day. We 
are but living in the day of the fulfillment of prophecy ; and in that fulfill- 
ment there shall come to the nations of the earth such acondition of 
affairs as doubtless the world has never seen. Why? From the very fact 
that “except those daysshould be shortened there should no flesh be saved.” 
These judgments and calamities shall overtake the earth with lightning 
rapidity, for this is a day of rapid movement. We go from one end of this 
country to the other in five or six days. We travel around the globe in 
about sixty days. We talk with the furthermost parts of the earth in a 
moment or two. Therefore, I say, we are living in a day of rapid things— 
a day in which events can be cut short, and yet more can be accomplished 


in a day thus shortened than could have been accomplished in the past 
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which they have equipped their soldiers, because they have found more 
destructive weapons. It does not take to-day so long to destroy an army 
as it did fifty or a hundred years ago; with the advantages they have now 
it can be done almost in the twinkling of an eye. So these things shall be 
accomplished speedily, and sudden destruction shall come upon the chil- 
dren of men, surrounded as they are to-day with these instruments of 
death. The nations of the earth shall find that in the end the word of God 
will be fulfilled. His kingdom will be established, and He will bring to 
pass His purposes, and in the bringing to pass of those purposes we 
read :— 

Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and 
putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: 

So likewise ye, when ye shall seeall these things, know that it is near, 


even at the doors. 
mA et say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things 


There are doubtless men alive to-day who were living in the day when 
the angel came from Heaven and witha loud voice proclaimed the fact that 
the Gospel was restored to the earth, and “this generation shall not pass 
till all these things be fulfilled.” We look back sixty years to the inception 
of this work, to the calling of the prophet of God, to the establishment of 
the Gospel upon the earth; we follow it in all its wanderings and in all its 
locations, and every movement that it has made has been a testimony to 
the nations of the earth of the fulfillment of these things. The Elders have 
gone forth and warned the people, and after their warnings have come 
tribulation and sorrow, and the hearts of men have failed them for fear of 
the things coming upon them. But it has not been the fault of the Elders 
that these things have come to pass; they have been but instruments in the 
the hands of the Father to warn the children of men in regard to the 
tribulations that should come upon them unless they repented. When 
Jesus looked upon Jerusalem, saw its homes, its beautiful buildings, and its 
great temple, His heart wept within Him, and said He:— 

O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens nie her wing; and ye 
would not! 

Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 

For [ say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

In their blindness and in their stiffneckedness they pulled down the 
pi'lars of the temple which sheltered and protected them in their religious 
and civil liberties, and became a hiss and a by-word in the mouths of the 
children of men. So in this our day. Blind to the results that must in- 
evitably follow their course, unable even to read the signs of the times or 
to comprehend the hand of God therein, the nations of the earth are madly 
rushing to their own destruction. But in the midst of this the Latter-day 
Saints are raising their voices in warning, are calling the attention of 
_ those who will listen to the fact that God has established His work upon the 
earth, and that He has a nucleus of people around which can be gathered 
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We read from time to time that some nation has discarded the arms with 
those forces and powers that in the end will be unified for the purpose of 
the redemption of the earth and the bringing of it back to its pristine 
beauty and glory. One thing alone should convince men in regard to 
their own blindness, and that may be found in the affairs in which they 
deal with one another, as witness this great conflict that now exists be- 
tween capital andlabor. In most of the nations of the earth, as well as in 
our own, there is a spirit of unrest in the midst of the working classes 
because of their condition. Antagonisms are springing up in their hearts 
toward those who are possessed of the wealth of the world; and to-day 
there is a class distinction existing that bodes no good to the welfare of the 
human race. It would seem as though it would be a wise thing for men 
possessed of means to employ a little conciliation and to endeavor to make 
the condition of the human family better and more bearable. Instead of 
this, however, the lines seem to be drawing tighter and tighter. There 
are strikes upon the right hand and strikes upon the left hand, and this 
conflict is as a mighty battle upon the earth, and we can realize to a cer- 
tain extent that saying of the Apostle James, 


Go to now, ye rich men, weep and how! for your miseries that shall come 
upon you. 

They have brought this upon themselves to a certain extent; but both 
classes are at fault, because of a lack of intelligence and of a proper under- 
standing of correct principles. It was doubtless a lack of knowledge that 
caused men to say in the days of the Savior, “Crucify him!” For upon 
the cross the Lord said, “Forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
So it is in these days, notwithstanding this warning voice, and this work 
which is as a city set upon a hill to be seen of all the nations of the earth, 
they comprehend it not. No doubt other evidences will be brought to 
bear upon their minds which will enable them to comprehend more fully 
His designs. 

It behoves the Latter-day Saints to endeavor to live the law of God; to 
hold themselves in quietness and in peace in the midst of these distressing 
circumstances which surround the human family to-day, and doubtless 
will in the future, that they may be, indeed, the saviors of the human 
family, in more ways than one, saving them temporally as well as spirit- 
ually; endeavoring to so labor from day to day that their good works may 
be seen of men and that God may be glorified thereby. I recognize the 
fact that the minds of the children of men as a rule are unprepared to re- 
ceive the principles of the Gospel. It may be to a certain extent because 
of the circumstances by which they are surrounded. I also recognize the 
fact that our Father in Heaven is the Father of all the children of men, of 
whatever sect or nation they may be, or wherever they dwell upon the 
earth, and that He has a fatherly care for them, and desires their salvation. 
The hearts of the Latter-day Saints should be imbued with the idea that 
it is their calling and their destiny to be in the end the saviors of the whole 
human family, by preaching the principles of the Gospel to them here and 
afterwards behind the veil, continuing the proclamation of the truth until 
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every son and daughter of Adam shall confess that Jesus is the Christ and 
that Joseph Smith isa prophet of God. Thattime will come. Atsome time 
all men will acknowledge that this is God’s work, and that His purposes 
have been fulfilled in this work. 

This is the preparatory work established before the second coming of the 
Son of Man, for the regeneration of the human family from the degraded 
position into which they have placed themselves. The conditions by 
which men are surrounded shall be changed, and they shall be brought 
forth out of those surroundings that to-day bind them hand and foot, and 
shall stand upright in the majesty of the Deity, as sonsof God. That time 
shall come upon the earth, and these Latter-day Saints gathered together 
shall be instrumental in the hands of God in bringing it to pass. They 
shall receive their reward in God’s own due time—when men shall be re- 
warded for the deeds done inthe body. The Heavenly hosts around the 
throne of our Father, and the prophets and servants of God that have lived 
in days gone by, are united with you in this great work. Our Father has 
His eye upon it and our elder brother, Jesus, stands at the head of it, 
aiding you who are engaged in this work upon the earth through the in- 
spiration of His Spirit, leading and guiding you, and protecting you from 
the assaults of the enemy of all righteousness. If the world but under- 
stood this work they would swing the pendulum of prejudice to the other 
extreme; and, instead of the word “Mormon” being a term of reproach, 
he who bore that name would be respected and honored in the midst of the 
children of men. The feelings of the whole human family would turn 
towards you in kindness and respect, if they understood but one labor 
that you are engaged in—the salvation of the living and of the dead, by 
which the unnumbered millions of the human family that have died with- 
out hearing the sound of the Gospel, or that there was a Savior born and 
crucified, shall hear the proclamation of the truth, a vicarious work be done 
for them, and they, too, be placed among the saved and the redeemed of 
our Father in Heaven. This plan of salvation which the Latter-day 
Saints have embraced takes within its scope all the human family, 
and not only that, but all that dwells upon the earth, as well as 
the earth itself, comes within its scope. The earth shall be saved 
and brought to that condition it is entitled to by keeping the command- 
ments of God. Baptized in water and with fire, it shall in the end know 
its place in the celestial kingdom of our God, and they that abide the 
celestial law shall have an inheritance upon it. It shall be a celestial king- 
dom to which their shall be no end, and it shall go on in one eternal round 
of increase until the finite mind is lost in contemplation of it. Let it not 
be supposed that we have an idea that the men in the earth—the kings, 
the emperors, the presidents and potentates, and the men in high places— 
are wilfully fighting against God. We do not believe that. Thousands of 
them are good and honorable men, desiring to be a benefit and a blessing 
in their day and generation. But what I have said are facts. God has 
set His hand to do a marvelous work. The world may reject it, but His 
designs and purposes will be fulfilled, and ultimately men will acknow- 
ledge His hand in it. Amen. 
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BOGUS BRASS PLATES. 


Exper G. G. Bywater, in an article under the above heading in the 
Juvenile Instructor gives an account of a fraud practiced by J. J. Strang 
in order to become leader of a religious party and by which he sought to 
obtain the presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
He writes :— 

During my first mission to Europe between the years 1860 to 1864 I 
chanced to meet Jason W. Briggs of the “Reorganized Church.” This was 
in a postoffice in Merthyr Tydvil, South Wales. Upon hearing my name 
mentioned in connection with mail matter, he asked me if I was from 
Salt Lake. I answered him in the affirmative. He began at once to 
press the claims of Joseph Smith, the son of our martyred Prophet, as 
successor to his father, in a somewhat pugnacious manner. I declined to 
discuss this question, as it was not the time or place to take up such 
arguments. Furthermore, I did not care to listen to anything that could 
be said upon this subject by persons who had withdrawn from the Church 
while the Prophet Joseph was still living, and who became followers of so 
unscrupulous an aspirant as James J. Strang; and the support which he 
received reflected discreditably upon the people who allied themselves to 
his cause; and that whatever “claims” Joseph Smith held by virtue of his 
sonship, were much impaired by being advocated by so unstable a class of 
people. 

Some time after my return home from my four years’ mission, I had a 
conversation with President George A. Smith in the Historian Office, and 
referring to some of my missionary experiences related the circumstance 
of my having met Mr. Briggs, and gave the results of the meeting. As 
soon as I had finished talking upon this point, Bro. Smith remarked: “You 
may have never heard of the revelation he had concerning the ‘Brass 
Plates’ he found. It may be interesting to you, to know the means by 
which they were brought forth.” The following is in substance his state- 
ment concerning the “bogus revelation :”— 

There was an old man living in Nauvoo who was familiarly known as 
“Father Cooley.” He was one of a class of spirits who dealt in the mar- 
velous, and was ever ready to enlist in any cause in which there was an 
opening to play upon the credulity of mankind. His services were there- 
fore easily commanded by James J. Strang. Together they concocted a 
scheme by which they hoped to realize their ambition. A brass kettle was 
procured, and cut into a number of pieces, out of which “Brass Plates” 
were made of convenient size and upon which indentations were made 
imitating hieroglyphic and other nondescript characters. As soon as the 
chisels had done their work, the plates were fastened together, placed in 
tempered clay, formed into a ball and carefully baked. 

It now became necessary to select a suitable site where these plates could 
be deposited. A woody location was chosen, which particular spot was 
under a large tree. A post auger was brought into requisition, and a hole 
was bored into the ground to a depth of several feet, and at such an angle 
from the centre of the tree that_little or no difficulty was experienced in 
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avoiding the lateral and top roots of the tree and to such a depth as to 
leave the bottom of the hole, immediately under the centre of the 
tree. This being done the clay ball was carefully placed at the bot- 
tom of the hole and the soil and gravel placed back in the hole in the 
same order as they had been taken out. All this “preparatory” work was 
done in “darkness” which intervened between two days. The remainder 
of this labor of concealment was left to other agents—rains, winds, and 
sunshine, to obliterate all traces of the work of man in the immediate sur- 
roundings. 

Just as soon as nature had completed the work begun by art, it became 
time for these “records to be brought forth,” and an announcement was 
duly made that a revelation had been received making known the place 
where “sacred records were deposited which would bring to light many 
hidden things and mysteries which in addition to records already revealed 
would be of great value to this generation,” etc. 

As soon as publicity was given to this announcement intense interest was 
manifested by all who were in sympathy with this movement. The owner 
of the ground, where the plates were buried, was interviewed and a state- 
ment made to him of this important manifestation given to Mr. Strang. 
He freely consented to have the tree dug up and whatever other work was 


necessary to reach the hidden treasure. Eager hands were employed to — 


do this work. The tree was removed and a large cellar-shaped hole made 
to the depth of 8 or 10 feet. It is scarcely necessary to add, that amid 
mingled exclamations of astonishment and gratification, the spheroidal 
treasure was found, and thus for a short time the claim to prophetic wis- 
dom was conceded to James J. Strang, and he became the leader of a party. 
and organized a society bearing his name. 

The men who were the most staunch supporters of Mr. Strang after- 
wards published an account of his imposture stating how they were de- 
ceived in the character of the “plates” he claimed to have received by 
revelation. They declared that his ecclesiastical policy was out of harmony 
with that contained in the Book of Mormon, so much so, that they con- 
cluded the plates were not sacred plates. Another reason was, the Book 
of Mormon states that all sacred plates would retain their brightness and 
as the plates exhibited by Mr. Strang were not “bright” it was proof to 
them that their contents were not sacred writings, but revealed to him 
by evil powers, and contained an account of the evil devices and combina- 
tion of the ancient “Gadianton Robbers.” 

The foregoing are some of the reasons given for abandoning the cause 
of James J. Strang and incorporating themselves into the “Reorganized 
Church.” In the matter of the “plates” they were twice deceived. First: 
they were deceived when they believed that the plates were sacred and 
brought to light by a Heavenly commandment; second: they were deceived 
when they believed the said plates were prepared by the Gadianton 
Robbers of Book of Mormon history; and they were deceived a third time 
believing as they do, that the word of the Lord given to the Prophet 


Joseph Smith as recorded in Section xc, Doctrine and Covenants, was not 
fulfilled. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1894. 


THE FALL OF ADAM. 


In this age, when people are “carried about by every wind of doctrine,” 
when doctrines of men are being taught for commandments of God, when 
the majority of those seeking for salvation are taking different ways in- 
stead of entering “at the gate,” it is indeed encouraging to know that 
God has enlightened the minds of His chosen people by His own word, re- 
vealed again toearth. It is balm to the weary soul to no longer be com- 
pelled to wander in unknown ways, bewildered by the numerous guide 
boards announcing in bold letters, “This is the way to Heaven;” and 
again to see, by the dawn of liberty from religious thralldom, the straight 
and narrow way, the path trod by the early saints, which had been lost 
in a maze of tradition through the absence of revelation. 

By the light of revelation from God the Latter-day Saints have gained 
a knowledge of many hitherto hidden gems of truth. They are enabled 
to see the beauty of the plan of salvation and have learned to understand 
that though the curse followed sin, God made blessings flow froin the fall 
of Adam, an occurrence which, in their former ignorance, they had, with 
all professed Christians, bemoaned. They do not now look upon the fall 
as they did before their eyes were opened by revelation. But to better 
understand the difference between their former and their present views of 
that momentous event we give an illustration. 

A self-professed minister of the Gospel, while speaking of the fall of 
Adam so far forgot himself that, in the most denunciatory language, he 
reproached our first parents for having broken the commandment of God 
relative to the forbidden fruit, thereby bringing sin and death into the 
world. After having vividly pictured the sin and misery on earth and the 
horrors of hell, which, he said, were caused solely by Adam’s fall, he glow- 
ingly painted a lost paradise. What celestial happiness would have 
reigned on the earth! What a garden it would have been, with the trees 
in perpetual bloom and the meadows bedecked with flowers; the cattle 
and all other domestic animals sleek and goodly to behold; the beasts of 
forest and field eating grass, inoffensive and harmless! There would have 
been no labor, the ground yielding forth all that was necessary to sustain 
man and beast; no sickness and no pain; no plague and no pestilence; 
no death; man to live on forever in the eternal glory of all that was 
pleasing to him! Such, he said, would have been our existence had not 
Mother Eve grievously sinned and drawn Adam with her into the uni- 
versal ruin. All this woe, he declared, we suffered because she could not 
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refrain from partaking of the fruit of one single tree though the trees of 
the entire garden with all their fruits, with this one exception, was at 
her disposal. 

Oh, foolish, weak and fallible man! How your wisdom is brought to 
naught! How little you know the immutable ways of God! What false 
doctrines you teach when you lead your fellow-men to believe that our 
first parents are alone responsible for our carnal desires and evil intents! 
How pleasing it must be to Satan to see those who should lead mankind 
to God denouncing the very plan by which man received being and by 
which salvation and eternal progression became man’s heritage! 

The Latter-day Saints revere our first parents. By revelation they are 
enabled to partly understand the wisdom of God. They have learned that 
had it not been for the fall they would never have had an existence, and 
God’s plan for the progress of His children into the knowledge of eternal 
science, power and glory, would have been frustrated. They have learned 
that the happy state of affairs pictured by the reverend mentioned would 
never have been realized ; in fact, it would never have found a place even in 
his excited imagination. Creation would never have advanced. It would 
have become stationary, or worse, it would have retrograded. Everything 
must progress whether in physical strength or in the scale of intelligence. 
There must always be advancement, else retrogression ensues. The — 
moment growth and development completely cease, that moment decay 
commences. What would have become of the earth and its mission, of 
man and his destiny, had the wisdom of this weak man instead of the plan 
of an allwise and all powerful Creator guided the fate of all living things? 

The great mass of the human family that profess belief in the Holy 
Scriptures would undoubtedly be astonished if told that the fall has been 
for their benefit and that God has overruled it for the glorification of His 
obedient children. Have they not all read Paul’s statement to Timothy 
that “Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in 
transgression?” Have they ever reflected on this statement? If Adam 
was not deceived, for what purpose did he partake of the forbidden fruit, 
and fall? 

This question the modern divine cannot answer. The inquiring mind 
naturally yearns for more light and for a time when God shall reveal the 
mysteries of His kingdom to His people. That time has come. The 
Gospel has been restored and with it the keys and powers by which com- 
munication with God has been re-opened. Through this channel the 
Latter-day Saints have obtained a knowledge concerning the fall which 
reveals the infinite goodness of God. 

We were once in the presence of God, His children, begotten in the spirit 
world. We had then but a spiritual existence. We had not tasted of evil 
and therefore could not appreciate what we possessed. While there we 
could progress no farther in the measure of our creation. To give us the 
opportunity of serving our Father according to our own desires, that is, to 
exercise our own free agency, an earth was formed for us. Our first 
parents were then placed in the Garden of Eden and were commanded to 
multiply and replenish the earth. They were then pure, immortal beings 
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who knew no evil. One other commandment was given them, namely 
that they should not eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil, “for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” Hav- 
ing immortal tabernacles they could not die unless a transformation to 
mortality were to take place. Unless such a change occurred no mortal 
tabernacles could have been formed; and if no mortal tabernacles were 
formed the mission of our first parents on earth would not have been ful- 
filled. When Eve broke the commandment and ate of the forbidden fruit 
she was necessarily lowered to the state of a mortal being, thus leaving in 
the Garden of Eden an immortal] man and a mortal woman instead of two 
immortal beings. This condition virtually separated them from each other 
as effectually as if one of them had been taken away, so far as the purpose 
of their creation was concerned. As time rolled on Eve would have died 
thus paying the penalty of her sin, and Adam would have been left alone 
in Eden, without a helpmeet and unable to obey the first and great com- 
mandment—“ multiply and replenish the earth.” Adam was still without 
sin; Eve had become sinful. He was still immortal; she had become mor- 
tal. Under these conditions, even had she not suffered death, that com- 
mandment must of necessity have’ remained unheeded, and the designs of 
God would have been frustrated. This Adam saw, and as he could not bring 
Eve back to his standard of perfection, he also partook of the fruit and 
became mortal. 

They had now reached the stage where they could reproduce their 
species and provide temporal tabernacles for the spirits who were awaiting 
this opportunity in the spirit world. They were driven out of the beauti- 
ful place they had occupied and were compelled to eat their bread “in 
the sweat of their face,” and through the curse pronounced on them, they 
and all that were in the earth became morta] and had to return to dust. 

In the word of the Lord revealed in this age we learn that Adam was 
afterwards told by the Lord to offer sacrifices which command he obeyed. 
An angel appeared to him after many days and asked why he offered 
sacrifices. Adam said: “I know not save the Lord commanded me.” He 
was then told of the coming redemption by the Only Begotten. In that 
day the Holy Ghost fellon Adam. He blessed God and prophesied, saying: 
“Blessed be the name of God, for because of my transgression my eyes are 
opened, and in this life I shall have joy, and again in the flesh shall I see 
God.” That his eyes had been opened we know from the Bible, for it is 
recorded that the Lord said: “Behold, the man is become as one of us, to 
know good and evil.” That the fall was necessary in order that our first 
parents should be able to multiply and replenish the earth, may also be 
gathered from the following: “And Eve, his wife, heard all these things 
and was glad, saying: Were it not for our transgression we never should 
have had seed, and never should have known good and evil, and the joy 
of our redemption, and the eternal life which God giveth to the obedient.” 

In the Book of Mormon, Lehi, who emigrated from Jerusalem during 
the reign of Zedekiah 600 years before the birth of the Savior, is recorded 
as giving certain blessings, counsels and teachings to his sons while on his 
deathbed. In talking to his son Jacob of the fall of Adam, he says: “And 
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now behold, if Adam had not transgressed, he would not have fallen; but 
he would have remained in the Garden of Eden. And all things which 
were created,” now mark the words, “must have remained in the same state 
which they were after they were created. And they must have remained for- 
ever and had no end. And they would have had no children, wherefore they 
would have remained in a state of innocence, having no joy for they knew 
no misery; doing no good for they knew nosin; * * * * 
Adam fell that men might be; and men are, that they might have joy.” 

This is incontrovertible evidence, appeals to our reason, and also explains 
the words of Paul when he says that “Adam was not deceived.” 

Thus the records of the ancient people coincide with the revelations of 
to-day. Eve says: “Weshould never have known good and evil and the joy 
of our redemption.” Lehi said: “Men are that they might have joy;” that 
is, by coming upon the earth and yielding obedience to God’s laws they 
will secure joy and gain the knowledge and experiences that will ultimately 
fit them for a celestial glory, a glory such as no tongue can describe, a glory 
which otherwise could never have been realized. In fact, had it not been 
for Adam’s fall man would have had no existence outside of the first crea- 
tion in Eden and his progress and glorification would have been impossible. 

J. V. B. 


THE Mennonites is a sect which believes in the healing of the sick, and 
practices the ordinance of washing of feet. On August 19 they held a camp 
meeting at Spring City, Pa., U.S. A., at which this custom was observed. 
On either side of the altar had been placed two large tubs of water. One . 
was for the women and the other for the men. Hymns were sung, and 
when all was hushed two men and two women in the audience arose and 
walked to the altar, and each donned a long apron. They then sat down 
upon the altar rail and removed their shoes and stockings. One woman 
remained seated upon the rail and placed her right foot in the tub of water. 
The other woman knelt and carefully washed the foot, and then dried it 
with a towel. The left foot was washed and dried. Meanwhile the con- 
gregation remained silent. All looked toward the four who were perform- 
ing the rite. When the first woman’s feet had been washed she knelt and 
her companion sat upon the altar rail and had her feet washed. When the 
women had finished they put on their shoes and stockings, laid aside their 
aprons, and kissed each other and returned to their seats in the congrega- 
tion. While this was in progress the two men had gone through a cere- 
mony like it. They also ended it by embracing and kissing each other. 
In this way pairs of men and women visited the tubs until 100 persons had 
had their feet washed. All enmities among the members are said to be 
washed away by this performance. Then came an experience meeting. 
Afflicted brethren and sisters were invited to kneel at the altar while a 
minister placed his finger, which he had dipped in olive oil, upon the 
sufferer’s forehead. A prayer was said, and the sick one was supposed to 
be healed or benefited. 


Trish CoNFERENCE Notice.—The Irish Conference will be held at 90 
Thorndyke Street, Belfast, Sunday, October 14, 1894. 
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NETHERLANDS CONFERENCE. 


THE Quarterly Conference of the Netherlands Mission was held at 
Amsterdam, Holland, Sunday and Monday, September 2 and 3. All the 
Elders of the Mission were present, all feeling well in body and mind, 
except Elder Hadfield who had been seriously ill with his lungs for two 
weeks past. The conference was the occasion of a pleasant reunion of 
Elders and Saints all of whom enjoyed the meetings, which on Sunday 
were held at 10 a.m., and 6 p.m. 

The labors of the Elders for the three months ending September 3, were 
reported as follows: Leaflets distributed 2613; “Glad Tidings” and 
“Gospel of Christ” distributed 3043, gathered up 2432; Morgan No. 1 and 
No. 2 distributed 919, gathered up 892; Gospel conversations 371; public 
meetings held 126. A large number of books had also been sold or loaned 
to investigators. 

On Monday the Elders met in a priesthood meeting where each reported 
his labors for the past three months. Fourteen baptisms were reported 
by the Elders. The Elders have been laboring diligently to spread the 
Gospel, visiting towns and villages, tracting them and seeking conversa- 
tions on the Gospel. President Edwin Bennion addressed them and gave 
the best of council and encouragement. 

The Elders from Utah laboring in this mission are President Edwin 
Bennion, Evert Neuteboom, Benj. Janson, Richard N. Hill, James H. Had- 
field, A. W. Judd, W. D. Bingham and Geo. S. Spencer. The two last 
named are rapidly learning the language and assimilating with the people. 
The others with one exception have spent nearly two years in the mission- 
ary field of the Netherlands. 


LONDON CONFERENCE. 


Tue London Conference was held at 36 Penton Street, Islington, London, 
on Sunday, September 16, 1894. There were present: Anthon H. Lund, 
President of the European Mission; N. T. Porter, President of the Notting- 
ham Conference; N. L. Morris, President of, and A. J. Seare, H. M. Din- 
woodey, A. C. Morris, 8. H. Winters, H. A. Tuckett, A. E. Jarman, E. Ben- 
nion, 8. Wayment, V. P. Wells, W. Howick, 8. N. Cook, A. P. Kesler, H. C. 
Overson and A. Knowles, Traveling Elders in, the London Conference. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m., all of which were 
well attended, more particularly the afternoon and evening, when the hall 
was crowded, many strangers being present. A good spirit was manifested 
and all present thoroughly enjoyed the distinct explanations of the prin- 
ciples of the Gospel, and the strong and powerful testimonies of the Elders; 
also the kind and encouraging instructions given by President Lund. All 
expressed the feeling of having been blessed with a feast of fat things. At 
the afternoon meeting, the sacrament was administered by Elders Way- 
ment and Dinwoodey. 


The general authorities of the Church and the European Mission, and the 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 637 


President and Traveling Elders of the London Conference, were presented 
and unanimously sustained. 

The statistical report and the report of the Jabors of the Elders for the 
past six months, were read as follows: Tracts distributed 36,611; meetings 
held 334—165 hall, 131 street and 38 cottage; Gospel conversations 1,116; 
books sold 466; books loaned 264; books given away 66. Administrations 
to sick 62; baptisms 14; children blessed 13; emigrated 1; ordinations 2. 
High Priests 1; Seventies 14; Elders 27; Priests 21; Teachers 4; Deacons 
11; members 453; total officers and members 531. 

A Priesthood meeting was held on Monday morning, September 17, at 
which the Elders reported their labors and received instructions as to the 
best method of prosecuting them. On Monday evening the Saints and 
friends had a concert, when a very pleasant evening was spent. 

G. Bruce, Clerk of Conference. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Expers Davin R. Rosperts and James R. Nilson, laboring in the Northern 
States Mission, write to the Deseret News from Bloomfield, Green County, 
Indiana, under date of August 14, 1894. We make the following extract 
from their letter: “On July 19 we were in the neighborhood of Sainsville, 
and called on an old gentleman by the name of Moses Goshord, who kindly 
invited us in to partake of his hospitality. We had conversed with him 
but a short time when he told us that he was personally acquainted with 
the Prophet Joseph Smith. Of course we were very eager to learn what 
he knew concerning our beloved Prophet and he cheerfully gave us the 
following: ‘My business called me to the City of Nauvoo in the early 
forties, when the Temple was being built and the city was in a very pros- 
perous condition. I remained there ten days, during which time I became 
personally acquainted with Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, Sidney Rigdon 
and Brigham Young, the leaders of the Mormon Church. I conversed with 
Joseph several times, and found him to be a good conversationalist. He 
was jovial always, and while he was a good talker, was always willing to 
talk to any one, and was none of your hidebound men, not a bit of it. The 
people all called him Brother Joseph, and I began to call him Brother 
Joseph, too. I call him Brother Joseph yet, and I thought well of him. I 
went to hear him preach a couple of times, the last time being one Sunday 
evening, when the people were gathered together up on a bluff in the open 
air. Brother Joseph got upon a stump and talked to the people a short 
time, then took off his coat, talked some time longer, then took off his vest, 
laid it down, and then said, Now, brethren, I am going to talk to you. 
And you bet he did talk, too. There had been a doggery (saloon) estab- 
lished in the limits of the corporation, which was contrary to the laws of 
the corporation. The proprietor (a Mr. Cole, I believe,) had been notified 
several times to close his doors, but failed to take any notice of the same. 
Brother Joseph was the executive functionary of the corporation at that 
time, I believe. He ordered out as many men and ox teams as would be 
necessary to drag the building out of town. The next morning, early, the 
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building was surrounded. Some of the weather boarding was taken from 
around the bottom and the chains fastened on. Then the oxen were hitched 
to it and it was unceremoniously dragged away. The city was in a beauti- 
ful location, mostly built upon the bluffs, which were a short distance back 
from the Mississippi River. The people were very thrifty and industrious. 
At this time they were engaged in building a beautiful Temple. They had 
many ox teams, which they used for hauling stones to the Temple block, some 
of the stones being very large. They had built a long shed, under which 
these stones were dressed. The Temple was then about six feet above the 
ground, that is, the mason work. There was a large cellar dug underneath 
the building, in which was a large basin hewn out of stone, I think, which 
rested upon the backs of twelve oxen. These oxen were beautiful beyond 
description, the grandeur of which I shall never forget. I was there when 
they used the font for baptizing, the first time it was ever used, I think. 
There were a great many people gathered together on that occasion. They 
had dug a well there for the purpose of supplying the font with water, 
but the pump would not work, or something was wrong; at any rate they 
had to haul the water from the river. Brother Joseph, Brigham and Sid- 
ney Rigdon were all busy; finally Brother Joseph left, giving Brigham 
Young charge, and he baptized quite a number that evening. Mr. 
Goshorn also gave us a description of the brethren before mentioned as 
regards their appearance at that time. Thus closed a very interesting 
interview.” 

Elder M. Thomas, laboring in the Southern States Mission, writes to the 
Deseret News from Locust Creek, Louisa County, Virginia, under date of 
August 13, 1894. We make the following extract of his letter: “Since 
conference, in September 1893, seven counties have been closed, and several 
others opened. Four baptisms have been recorded. Over 6,800 tracts have 
been distributed, besides severa] copies of the Voice of Warning and Book 
of Mormon. There is one Sunday school with an enrollment of officers and 
members of about 40; this includes about 12 non-members of the Church. 
The school is in a very prosperous condition. There are now two Sunday 
schools in the conference, one in the organized branch in Albemarle 
County. The cities are being visited—none slighted. Last fall Elders 
Ellis and Wallace entered Richmond and began an active canvass of that 
city of 90,000 population; since May of the present year the work has been 
done by Elders Ellisand Thomas. The opposition in the city of Richmond 
has been most bitter, at times rising almost to mob violence; but the 
Spirit of God has been with the Elders, and they continued in their house 
to house canvass, declaring the word of God. In that city alone over 3,000 
tracts have been distributed. They have met with 1,000 refusals of their 
testimonies. In the cities and through the county districts the Lord has 
been with the Elders, and the word is shaking to the core the man-made 
traditions that envelop the people. Owing to threats and past demon- 
strations Elders Ellis and Thomas called on Governor Charles T. O’Ferral 
and asked that, as American citizens and as ministers of the Gospel of 
_ Christ, the protection of the commonwealth of Virginia be given them 
, from mob violence. The governor received them cordially and said in 
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substance that while he sat in the gubernatorial chair no mobs would rise 
if he could prevent it.” 

President R. Aveson of the Manchester Conference writes from Patricroft, 
England, under date of September 4, 1894, as follows: ‘We came to labor 
in Patricroft in July last year, and commenced tracting Worsley. The 
next place was Winton, but on account of too much opposition we went 
from there to Boothstown, where we met a more favorable reception. We 
then turned our attention to Irlam, Barton, Bent Lane, Moorside, and a 
portion of Patricroft and Eccles. Last winter and spring we gave a series 
of lectures, which was the means of introducing the Gospel to many. The 
Elders have been laboring energetically in proclaiming the Gospel in these 
parts. After a lapse of over a year, a cloud with a silvery lining has made 
its appearance—some of the seed sown has taken root. Last spring, while 
tracting at Barton, I called at the residence of a poor but honest woman, 
named Mary Higginson. I was feeling somewhat discouraged at the time 
with my apparently unfruitful labors. The lady had just recovered from 
a severe illness. Asking her to read a Gospel tract, she replied, “I cannot 
read.” “Have you anyone in the house that can?” Linquired. “My little 
daughter can; she reads the Bible to me every day. But,” said she, with 
a smile upon her countenance, “come in.” The opportunity was gladly 
accepted, and after a pleasant conversation upon the Gospel, I informed 
her there would be a street meeting in the evening, not far from her resi- 
dence. At the time appointed she was there. A few days after that I 
gave an invitation to her daughter to attend one of our lectures, which was 
accepted. They have been regular attendants at our meetings, having 
walked from six to eleven miles on the Sabbath. Recently we have had 
seven baptisms, amongst them Mrs. Higginson and her two daughters. 
Another investigator in this part of the conference was Mrs. Whiles, of 

cles. She was a member of the Church of England, and an indefatigable 
worker in that cause. She had charge of a weekly cottage meeting, as- 
sisted in a Bible class and assiduously attended other duties. Herself and 
husband were among the recent additions to the Church.” 


UTAH NEWS. 


; (Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

A book and stationery company has been formed in Salt Lake City under the name 
of The Western Book and Stationery Company. It is incorporated with a capital of 
$20,000. 

Judge Jacob 8. Boreman has resigned his position as commissioner of schools for Utah, 
and Professor T. B, Lewis, of Ogden, has been appointed in his place by Chief Justice 
Merritt. 

Elder Henry Clegg, bishop of one of the wards in Heber City, Wasatch County, dropped 
dead on the morning of August 30, while engaged in his store. He had been ill during 
the summer with an attack of Bright’s disease. 

Labor day was generally observed, September 3, There were excursions to all the re- 
sorts, Saltair, drawing the largest crowds. The Federated Trades and Building Congress 
of Salt Lake City were there in full force and jointly gave an interesting program, 
Business in the city was entirely suspended. 


